ship, when he saw his pupil master the
utmost of his art, told him, "Beyond this
my instruction must give way to Zen teach-
ing." " Zen " is the Japanese equivalent for
the Dhyana, which " represents human effort
to reach through meditation zones of thought
beyond . the range of verbal expression." *
Its method is contemplation, and its purport,
as far as I understand it, to be convinced of
a principle that underlies all phenomena,
and, if it can, of the Absolute itself, and thus
to put oneself in harmony with this Absolute.
Thus defined, the teaching was more than
the dogma of a sect, and whoever attains to
the perception of the Absolute raises himself
above mundane things and awakes, " to a
new Heaven and a new Earth."

,.What Buddhism failed to give, Shintoism
offered in abundance. Such loyalty to the
sovereign, such reverence for ancestral
memory, and such filial piety as are not
taught by any other creed, were inculcated
by the Shinto doctrines, imparting passivity
to the otherwise arrogant character of the
samurai. Shinto theology has no place for
* Lafcadio Hearn, Exotics and Retrospectives', p. 84.
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